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PERTH CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL — PRACTICAL COMPLETION 
125. Mr W.R. MARMION to the Minister for Health: 
I have a supplementary question. Will the Minister for Health now admit that he took practical completion of 
Perth Children’s Hospital against the advice he would have received that lead was a major defect, and he 
considered it a minor defect and took practical completion? 
Mr R.H. COOK replied: 
We took practical completion on the advice of the departments running this particular project. Part of that advice 
was that we could mediate and mitigate the issues in relation to the water in a manner consistent with the 
contract arrangements for the hospital. One of the things that practical completion allows us to do is get more 
staff onto the hospital site. While we have more staff on the hospital site — 
Mr B.S. Wyatt interjected. 

Mr R.H. COOK: Yes, because under practical completion we, essentially, take control of the site from the 
construction company. 

While we have more people on the site, we can begin in earnest the commissioning process for the hospital. The 
importance of that is that we want to have this hospital open as soon as possible. We want it open as soon as 
possible, and the quickest way we can do that is to make sure that we can begin the commissioning process as 
quickly as we can. We cannot finalise that process until we have access to the full facilities of the hospital, such 
as usable water content. However, in the meantime we are making good progress. We are looking forward to this 
hospital being open to continue to provide world-class health care for the people of Western Australia, and we 
are desperately looking forward to resolving all these issues left behind by the previous government. 
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